
A Direct Appeal 
From South Africa 

CHIEF LUTHULI, PRESIDENT-GENERAL OF THE AFRICAN 
NATIONAL CONGRESS, DR. NAICKER, PRESIDENT - GENERAL OF THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN CONGRESS, AND PETER BROWN. 
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF THE LIBERAL PARTY OF SOUTH AFRICA, 
HAVE SENT THE FOLLOWING APPEAL TO THE PEOPLE OF BRITAIN 
FOR SUPPORT FOR A BOYCOTT OF SOUTH AFRICAN GOODS : 
In May 1960 the Union of South Africa will be 

50 years old. The Government is preparing 
to celebrate this jubilee with great enthusiasm, 
but most South Africans see no cause for 
celebration. During this 50 years Non-White 
South Africans have almost completely lost 
their right to be represented in Parliament, 
their right to take any job for which they are 
fitted, their right to hold land in  freehold; their 
school education is  now to be of a specific kind, 
the open universities of Cape Town and 
Wifwatersrand are to be closed to them, they 
cannot move about freely within the country 
of their birth. 

A t  the same time those White South Africans 
who believed in these rights and freedoms 
have seen them. destroyed one by one. 

What has been the response of Non-White South 
Africans to these attacks on them ? They 
hove sent deputations and submitted petitions 
to the authorities and they have tried to 
influence the course of events through their 
meagre Parliamentary representation. When 
these approaches were unsuccessful they turned 
to passive resistance and then boycott. 

They have consistently forsworn violence and 
pledged themselves to non-violence. But with 
trade unions frowned upon, strikes illegal and 
their buying power limited, Non-White South 
Africans face real problems in mounting 
sufficiently effective internal pressures to be 
oble to influence the South African Govern- 
ment. They look for assistance abroad and 
particularly to the people of Britain, by whose 
Parliament the original Act of Union was 
approved. 

THIS YEAR IT I S  PROPOSED TO CON- 
DUCT A LIMITED BOYCOTT OF SOUTH 
AFRICAN PRODUCE IN BRITAIN FOR 
A PERIOD OF ONE MONTH, STARTING 
ON M A R C H  1st. THE BOYCOTT 
I S  A PROTEST AGAINST APARTHEID, 
THE REMOVAL OF POLITICAL RIGHTS, 

Perhaps you are a 
regular boycotter of South 
African goods ? 

But if you're not, join 
the one-month campaign 
organised by the Boycott 
Movement. 

MARCH 1st-3l~t 
BOYCOTT SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOODS 

THE COLOUR BAR IN INDUSTRY, THE 
EXTENSION OF PASSES TO WOMEN 
AND THE L O W  WAGES PAID TO NON- 
WHITE WORKERS. I N  THE TOWN5 
AND CITIES OF SOUTH AFRICA OVER 1 HALF THE AFRICAN FAMILIES LIVE 
BELOW THE BREADLINE. 

^ 
It has been argued that non-white people wi l l  be the first 

to b* hit by external boycotts. This may be so, but every 
organisation which commands any important non-white 
support in South Africa is  in favour of them. The 
alternative to  the use of these weapons i s  the con- 
tinuation of the status quo and a bleak prospect of 
unending discrimination. 

Economic boycott is  one way in which the world a t  large 
can bring home to the South African authorities that 
they must either mend their ways or suffer for them. 

THIS APPEAL I S  THEREFORE DIRECTED TO THE 
PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN TO STRIKE A 
BLOW FOR FREEDOM AND JUSTICE IN  SOUTH 
AFRICA AND FOR THOSE WHOM THE STATE 
WOULD KEEP IN CONTINUING SUBJECTION 
IN  THE UNION. IF THIS BOYCOTT MAKES 
THE AUTHORITIES REALISE THAT THE 
WORLD OUTSIDE WILL ACTIVELY OPPOSE 
APARTHEID IT WILL HAVE STRUCK A 
BLOW FOR FREEDOM AND JUSTICE IN  
OUR COUNTRY. 


