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SOUTH AFRICA




WARS OF CONQUEST

The Republic of South Alrca is sstuated at the southern tp of the
African continent. It shares borders with severil countries which
gained independence from colonil or minority rule between |960
amd 1960, To the nonh-west s Namibim, a country which 1
occupicd llcgally amd where §t faces @ war of liberation. South
Afnca is lorgely solated from us peighbours, from the rest of
Afnes and fram the wtcrnaponal community by the pobcies of s
government, known s APARTHEID.

Under apartheid (the word means “separateness’) the mmjority
of the population are denicd some of the most basic nghte. With
the support of most of the mternational community they we
engaged in & struggle for liberation

Afrrcam sere the engd inhafuanty of South Afrnca They are the yrear
magoriy of the populatus todiy. I the wrenicenth cemury, the country
wai ntaded by Furopeans. TAY memoommrry o guirrd fand amd wrealth by
conguerst. Frret ihey sestied vm the Cape ooas 18 phe wuth-eva where they
forghi the mirabiramy for comtrad of theer lond and eaduable Revds of theep
semd conttle. Then they meved inlandd to take the rest of the conmery by foree of
[r iy =
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THETOTALPOPULATION OF SOUTH AFRICA IN 189B3
WAS ESTIMATED TO BE JUST OVER 31 MILLION
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The peonls mho Irved m Sowh Afnca fought kard o prevent the Ewropecn becasiid of their mve miodern amd powerfal weapom
Takisg ! .[- ar land The srugple became roen sharper duning the mnetesmh
ehen miming of digmond: and gold began om a larpe swale
nrTE r.l';..m meo cemunies of war the Ewrgpeans pained conerol, chigfly

Ala, although
Afrcams all over the country rensted IJ'rr rrivctders they did mor fophi s owi

wntted farce. So by the tr,rmr:rrq of the toenticth century the Afrcan peopie
b been diz Fﬂrmmx.! of wdmow wll of theer orgmal komedand
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DIVISION OF A LAND

From the time of the carlical scitlement the while minonty
dsunguished between themselves and the oniginal populaton.
They wed their military power to reserve the best land and
%pnﬂunihﬂ for themselves and o keep control of the country,

i |;'.luluqe af segregation and discoomuination, which hus been
imiposed with increasing intenaity, is now called APARTHEID.

Aparthrid divides the population of South Africa into separute
groups Peaple’s whole bves are governed by classificanion oy
birth, based on a combinatron of skin colour, physical appesmnce,
language group and descent. The clamification decides what kinds
of work will be open to them, and whether they are 1o be
sconeded or demied woch nights as voung. It decides where they
must bive, which schools or ituls they may amend, what trans-
port they must use, which people they may marry.

The words used to label people tike on & meanings undes
lgnhcid_ The principal terma are 'Adlan’, "Black”, "Coloured” and
] h.i‘l:ﬂ"

The black mojorty i split by apartheid mto three main
‘population groupi’. The group labelled 'Black’,! which comprises
muost of 1 mare usually referred 1o o African, W divided again
sccording o language. The group labelled 'Coloured’ includes
both descendants of the original mhabitants of the arcus where
Europeans first scttled, and most people whose descent is traced
from members of more than one ‘population group’. The small
group called ‘Asiun’ consists mainly of descendants of workers
brought from India m the mneteenth century. The people n all
these groups reject apartheid labels, choosing rather w il them-
selves all "black’,

The section of the population classified *“Whie' is treared as o
single [nwlll;?rd gmup even though its members speak different
languages and have varied cultural and historical backgrounds.

|, Ths hus been lsbelled differemly a1 different times. Only since
1977 has it been officially called ‘Black’, in contrast to the populas
use of the term "bisck’ which includes also those classified “Coloured’
wnd ‘Aniun’
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Tl Wask maprry repeen aparthesd Lobels wsed oo dioade them and the Lims for publicly breakmyg the diterrommunrry lomn. Protests qpaest segregaton
which forey them 0w swparey foolinge In 932 a jount campaign of conrimue. Segragaved faalines are separcte b moe egual: thave for dlacks
Oefuamer of Uimpuer Lavony st lowmcked 1o sfnck &, 00 peopls mere arrestnd T infersor
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REDRAWING THE MAP

The aparthesd regime has tned to eénforce sirict terrmornal
segregation. The greater part of the country has been proclaimed
‘white”. People are forcibly evicted from their hoines where these
fall within a zone assignec o another group. By 1983 a least 3.5
million people had been uprooted und, in the government's term,
‘resertled’ elsewhere in the attempt to redraw the map of South
Alnca along apartheid hnes!

Mt of those moved have been Africans forced into the 13 per
cerd of the land allocated to them. This arca conssts of numerons
fragments grouped inte ten unitt called "buntustans’, most of
which are made up of several bils of land. Every African Is
assigned (o a bantustan, chiefly on the basis of language

The forced removals end resetilement policy bas led to huge
increases inthe number of people in the bantustans. For éxaniple,
the populstion of one bantustan (Qwa Qwa) grew from 26,000 1o
232,000 hetween 1970 and 19807 During the 19608 and 19708
over a milbion Afncan tenant farmers were evicted from farming
aread and forced nto hantustens, deprived of the land which was
their livelihood

The mwny and gities are segregated into separte revidential
areas [or esch "population growp”. Under just one law, the Groop
Areas Act, over 834,000 peaple, mostly Asinn ond Coloured, have
been evicted from thelr homes snd foreed into townships far from
the city centres.!

| Forced Reweopadi im Sosh Afnca, Surplis People Progect,
Cape Town, 1963

3 Kand Dady Mad, Jobanpedburg, 70082

1 Foreod Reseooals in Sowthk Africa, op. ot

Evicrd Africam arrite o rescitlotnent camps i the Banpusan to find ondy
the eopr bane amemnies The lach of proper honsing magy bedp thim o
cadmpa for month or eovs vedrs

o
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Dhsirict Six im 3 Tows had d mainly Colosred populanion but ms

demodished amd prepared for reorcspatson ar @ “wiwte " arna




Clsnrmuminigl threatened suh removad bo the hamtusiam comigerily rems o wung s police and army 1o force the people to leave ther kame
the regtine | amesipes (o dump them there. The povernment ity thes resort



DIVIDE AND RULE

Apartheid imposes separate polivcal structures on the differem
groups into which i divides the population. Political power and
control of the state are in the hands of those classified white.
However, the decisions made by the minority: government affect
the lives and futures of all South Africans, black and white.

Afncans are excluded from participation in central government
and are denied South African citizenship. Their voting rights are
limited 1o the bantustin structures which the regime began to set
up in the 19506 By 19683 four bantustans (Transkei, Bophuthar-
swana, Venda and Ciskei) had been proclaimed ‘independent’ by
the mpurthewd regime. The banmustan  aurhorities, lacking
legitimacy and popular support, are kept in power by the central
WL Mo couniry in the world recognises their “indepen-

nce’.

In the late 1970y the regime devised plans o draw sections of
the Asan and Coloured commumities mto an alliance with it
White volers approved the plans & referendum in 1983 A
threc~Chamber scgregated parliament has been credted giving
Coloured and Asian voters a very limited voice in national politics,
withio the framework of apartheid and under white control
Afrcans ure excluded from the parfiament.

Coternmen altespty o eubluh sbordimate poluical srucurey for Mach
pecple hove beern comisenly refected Bevawe of therr divine naneee gied
very iimeed pocers

A condifate m laat week's alrchons for MANBGAMENT Caminil |

tees m the Cape. Mi F Massdarp. schisved & rew. South Alricen

fecor] He reckved & recond kow of no votes He opponent o '

Ward 4 in the Macassar reassdannial aroa outskde Sormeosol Woal,

Mr A Duarrigs, was not much beirtor. He four voles - but ha |
| won. Rt Daity Al rsuwsatrg, 8.5 A3

Ellﬂlmi VOURrE [in INe Thive rovinces| woerd DO IHhoy Coull be |
prodecuted and fined if they did not segiates hnelly  about

| 320.000 narnes were insoribed oo the o Indlan voters ol oo |
South Afnca’s history. But by iate this wwening. 1 appasnsd thet an
lnast 85 per cent and possibly 30 per cent of uhgible voters hed |
not caat baliots. tn one Johannesbw g distrct, S8 per cent of the
VETOIE SIOYe0 away Mainw York Timas, New Yoo 51181

| * Two eandidates in a boyooii-hit sporthed alaciion weie unning |
Ntk amd nech yestotoday — with one voie sach
Morning Ster, London, 5.1 1.81

In Johanneshurg 8 Fordaburg connnitushoy, praciasly |7 paopls
lurnnduuinﬂunﬂlngdntumu\fmlwﬂ, posatde volers

I @t beml one conatiluency, Natal North coast. thooe wern more
SpOiR BENG! pepars Than there Wi vald volss ciast — 1085
agains 1064 Sundny Times. Johasnnesburg 811,81

A wtnking feature of the siechion was the oscapnonaily low
percentage polis, wupocially in the Cape Penlrsuln In some sraag
afily abaul b o thies pa cint of tha potinhial fotal nembar of
wotars nad cas i soTes. Sowetan. Jonannesburg. 24 B84

At the Woodstock polling booth for the North-Waestem Cape
Congimuancy, only thitw volys wre casi
| Coape Tirnes. Tooe Town. 29884 |

n recenr yegry there huaa beew a gt of power from the ‘mhue ' pariamen to.
the head of aend rhe Sr-.m'Tfm:Jr L) The S8C,
chaired by the Prewdent, conmsey of military and mtelligence officers with
selected Cubimet Minigere. Heve B F. Botha, South Africa’s Foreyn
Miussrster, oo woem i the wngfors of am A Forer colomef.



SOUTH AFRICA — THE BANTUSTANS -~ . VENDA
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Afrcgns ary mears o
exerase tverr podincal mighn
erathii (hesr seatftered
fragments of Land kneen g3
e bantupon, vt almos
half the African popudanon
{43 per ceng ) lroed ongnde
thowe arear. Bomusan
rendenty too demand a ot
oo wmited Sourh Afrca
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BANTUSTANS: RESERVES OF LABOUR

The bantustane contain few mapor mineral deposits compared
with the rest of the country, and few commercial and industrial
centres. They cunnot support the populations assigned to them.
There arc few jobs inside the buntustans for their ressdents, who
are necded to work in the rest of the country, in industry and
down the mmnes, One bantustan, for example, (KwaMNdebele) had
o working population in 19580 of 38, 140, of whom lesy than seven
per cent (2,640) worked within i boundaries.!

To find work, people in the banrustins must go to labour
buresux. Registration at the bureauy iy compulsory for all African
men between the eges of 15 and 65 unless they are self~employed
or cogaged in subsistence farming. When they fust register they
are assigned to & particular category of work which in most cases
they must stay (o for all their working lives

Most workers recruited in thia way are men. It B much more
difficult for women 1o obtain permits 10 leave the bantustans. In
addition, wives of men employed on contract in the rest of the
country are usually forbidden 10 go with them. The population of
the bantustans therefore comtists of a high proportian of women
as well as children, elderly people who are too old o work und the
disabled who cannot find employment.

I. Cape Time, Cape Town, 22881
L Aparhnd; The Faes, IDAE, Londan, 1953
1. Cape Time, Cape Town, 22841

Bannsan swihenine, o pars of the aparihod ropame; rely om force
remmn (8 pimeer.  Tihghima Mughe, a lay preacher in the Lutheran
Charch, wai beaten to death by the Venda i police in Neooewiber
1981, All the ‘independens’ bomtumam huee ather kepr the conrral
gervernenend i repreiate dew arowed al owlis st o itroduced
umilar meamures of ther own. Pioure chomes T onfame Munfke and An
wfe Lelian
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In J980 wmos half the populancn of the KoaNdebele bantustan froed m
wemporary riscithemend camp. The lanpeit helil ooer 25,000 people,
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PASS LAWS

The majorsty of South Africans have no freedom of movement
within the country. Their movement is controlled by a system of
regulations known as the ‘pass laws’, which apply only o

ricans. The system regulates the flow of workers from the
bantustans © mdustry and agriculiure. Even outside the bantu-
stans, Africans cannot move treely berween the 14 admunistranve
areas into which the rest of the country has been divided.

Every African person over the age of 16 must carry 4 set of
dentity docoments known 85 8 pass or, i the case of the ‘inde-
pendent’ bantustuns, a *passpon’. The pass contains details about
the holder, including language group, place of residence, tax
cerficate and what kind of employment may be undertaken. A
worker's pass must be stamped regulirly by the employer 1o show
continuous employment.

An African whose pass i ot in order can be arrested, and may
be fined or imprisoned or be forcibly scat ("endorsed out') 1o o
bantustan. At least 12.5 million people were arrested or prosecut-
ed under the pass laws between 1948 and 19810 Very few are
ever represenied by a lawyer and cases may take only five minures
to decide. For example, out of 62,000 people who appeared n
Johannesburg courts on pass law offences duning 1983, only 62
had lawyers to defend them® Most people convicted under the
pass laws are unemployed people seeking work. They frequently
serve their time not in il but labouring for white farmern.

. Aparthad: The Facts, IDAF, Loadon, |983
2 Rand Daily Mo, Johapnesburg, 7683, 14.2.84

Thaose :gfrmﬂ by the pass loees haoe conmsnensly wrugpled agatmr them. In
1954 20,000 women demonztrated againg government plans to extend them
o gonrn. Commussoners courts, hich admimér the pag lotws, have often
been the targes of bumb amacks as part of the armed srugple.
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The mone modern tecknology 0 uud 1o fachisuge the cortrol of the African
populanon. Ar the computer-aded Reference Bureas on Pretaria |5 mollion
wth of fimgerprints and copicrof 13 mullwon pansct are soeed,

The paus lemy are used o emaure @ supply of womkers for each secor of the
mﬂm" in parncadar agrculiure, whoe lebourers are amongst the lowes
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MIGRANT LABOUR

South Africa is a rich country with an econamy based on mining,
agriculture and manufacruring mdustry. Its wealth is not shared
equally but appropristed by the white munoraty, It is one of the
world's leading producers of gold and strategic metais, and
muperals account for 70 per cent of export earnings.

From the beginning of large-scale mming the mine-owners
operated a system of migrant labour to keep down labour costs,
Miners were recruited from all over Southern Africa on renew-
able contracts. They were forbidden to bring their familics o
settle with them and were housed in specal com ds. This
pattern of employment coptinues. Most magranis y arc South
Africans forced wo leave their families in the bantustans.

The migrant labour system has spread from mining mio every
sector of the economy. Men and women migrant workens are
housed in separate singlc-sex hostels. Many women migrants
work as domestic gervants for white families, while others are
employed on farms. Domestic workers, both male and female,
have no legal prowcction as there is po minomEm Wage nor
recommended number of hours of work. Most of them must
either live in on their employer's premises or occupy beds in
single-sex hostels i the uElTymg black wwnships, In either case it
i illegal for them to have their children or spouses living with
them.

"W kad cement bunls, one on top of the other. The plame maltfreses are
cold, the coment s cold, and & affects vou. You haty to e sp az rmo or three
i the morrong and yvou come back ar fowr or fiow in the dftersoon. " Foremer
wrmer intereaemed abows ooy candunom, 979
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The wealth of South Afrcd o prodiced by o prodomisimily Mack
workforce, mamy of them mugrant sorkm

To mavwaim the pagront labowr gystem, the vepime hos restricied farmly
by o the murn areas of eomplovenost. Fammlie oty o be topecher
must aften maky komes from emy avaiable materaly Moy mch
COMIIMINT L, KRN i guainer comipd, Aot bedm forcbly removed by the
ECTTTRIFTE.
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WORKING UNDER APARTHEID

There are sharp contrasts o the pay and working comditions of

white and black workers.

African workers, who make up the majority of the workforce,
are emploved mainly in the lowest paid sectors of the economy.
Although there huve been changes i the laws which prevented
Africans doing skilled work, restricions remuun strong, particu-
larly m mining, even Whm: nat legally enforced, In addtion
akilled white labour i brought in from abroad under the povern-
ment's unnugration policy,

The ssting of black residentiul accas far from city centres makes
transport a key issoc for warkers. The working day is extended by
long ourneys to and from work, especially for ‘commuters’ from
the bantustans. For some the journey to work may begin at 2am.

Africans who become too old or ill to work are forced into the
bantustans. Pensions vary sccording to population group and
Africans, of whom only s small proportion recerve any pension at
all, get the lowest rate.

. Rdimg Weeh The Whip, Centre for Apphied Legal Studies,
Jobannesburg, 1983
2 Nrar, Jahanneiburg, 13983

Mamy wovkers om mane farm recerve ondy part of ther wages v cash and
Lilr fel of mane, Ty & called the “ff" pvstem: the rexli i

mbdgun amonga sarkers The oane thoy produde o exporfed
o mw;auuﬂn

h_]'fnh 1983, after a tem per cemt roe it b farer Between the dormmory

bamtuitan toeen of Mdantiane dnd the indautnal contre of East Lasmcdon,

thowiamdy of morkery rafused 1o fraved by b .dmdpaﬁchMim

iaernymedd, forcing people owt of rraim or cars gnd on 0 buscs. Thousands

;:rr grreeed or dermmed. froman emimated thar 90 mere thot dead b
wr. !




Mimng o dangenmis work, and madequare wfety provigon make @ roen wffer from hmg diseases and tuberodom. Howmever, as mgrant sorkers
more hassrdont for the miners in South Afnca. Bereseen 1973 and 1981 vhomeemy sipns of nch diven uré mot re-¢mployed, acowrane ganmic: are
over 8,000 miners zere killed andd o further 230,000 wjured * Minees alwo diffucaalt to compalr.
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ORGANISED LABOUR

Ihe regume plavs o major role m wdustrml celavons, Almost all
strikes by hisck worker are illegal so that emplovers can call the
pabice to any duspote at the workplace. The povernment has
various legal powers th prosecute and mmprison workers invalved
in l"‘]kl’:l

There are severe penalties for workers who challenge their
employers over conditions or wages Contracr workers who take
mdisirial scoon or become gnemployed nsk being tapsported o
the bantustans. This frequently happens siter disputes on the
munes, sometimes as an alternative o prosécuton.

There are some, madequate, wage regulation sod negotiating
procedures, but these do pop apply 10 the sectoes with the worg
wages sod conditions, sgriculure and domestic service

Since the |1970s there has been a rapid Increase in the aumber
of rrade unions srganising workers, particularly in the expanding
manuisctormg sector of the ecopomy and, unce 1983, on the
mines. When these unions take up issues away from the work-
place, such & rents and transpon fared, they often face aitack by
the government through arrests of the orgamisers and members or
bant on their mectings.

Mary mtermanionad fireas based in Britein, Wegirn Eurcpe and the United
Srates haoe enablivhed mbadiore o South Afrca, wheee fubour o cheap.
Ome ek form, meeet-makers Wilon-Romweree, socked a mumber of
workees affer o ginke @ tharr Eas Lowdon faceory m ] 980, In protest ax thn
uction the local commumpy culled for o bovoom of all the company'i
st
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EDUCATION

Educational provision for black South Africany has always been
sepregated and inadesquate. The Inequalies were reinforced
the 1950x when the government (hirnduced sCECALE '‘Banu’
cdocation for Afncans (who were then teomed ‘Bantu® by the
government), At that time the future Prime Minister, Hendrik
Verwoerd, said, 1 will reform it [native education] so that natives
will be taught from childhood that equabity with Europeans is poy
for them.”

The schuols ure sinctly segregated, with very few exceptions,
and education for the different “population groups’ b run by
scparale governmenl departments.

There b 3 shoriage of school plices for Afrwcan cluldeen,
particularly st secondary level In addition, many familles cunnot
allord umitorms, vatiooery and books. Children of firm labourers
are frequently emploved s part of the labour furce, especially ol
harvewt tme Their edocation s 8t the discretion of individial
white furmers whi hive the power to decide whether thiore is to
be o school in the area. For white children education is com
pulsory between the ages of % and 16 years, amd facilities are of &
b standard

Ounly a very smull aumber of black students get the opportunity
of studying at univerity level

Whate sohooly fodlo a pllabwy of Chrenan Nanewaad Fducaren ehich
clovely matches the aparthnd policy of the government. Cadat army corps
and paramilieary traiming of sohool campn during eeokends and halifiey
are a conipad oy part af whool Iy for whates
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Alshongih the preernment spendy mure om Colowred amd Indmn aducaton
phan on Afncan, iwchool boweotn o Coloured and Indian schools tn 1950
phmzed thar all seenions of the Mack magority resect oparthed sducarsan,

In Jume 1576 pupdi wm Sowets, the oo of voor o mdbow of
Yohamnesbiere"s African residents; eefiod to o to schonl i proged of Bantu
education. The prodest tprecd rapidly teo & coumeryeide uprimng. Further
bovcoss on | Y80 awd apaim v [ PETI84 ihoteed that changes nnee | 976 had
mox funclamersally aliived the voatem; or made 8 more accepiuble

EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION 1982-1983
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INFORMATION

The government controls all information in the country through
wide-ranging censorship laws,

Newspapers are severely limited in whar they may write abous
life un apartheid, in particular about government action
agamst iMs o ts, There are also restrictions on publishing
information t prisons, about il supplies and other matters
which the government considers vital to the maintenance of
apartheid.

The government lssues regular lists of publications (books,
magazines, posters, etc.) which have been ruled undesirable. It
then becomes a criminal offence to distribute or sometimes even
possess such banned material and offenders face severe prison
sentences. Political literature produced by organisations
w apartheid i frequently banned: the numbers totalle
20,000 publications between 1963 and 1980.' There is also a list of
people whose views cannot be quoted nor their work published i =
South Africa—in 1983 it contained 450 names. All of South Afnca’s magazimer amd nemEpaperr are mbjed o wvers

The government even has powers to ‘ban’ ﬁop'lt. Special restrictions. Over ome hundred diffevent lows limnit what they may print
orders may be placed on particular individuals. They are usually Peured above G2 a protest agut the closwre of two wewspapers by the
restricted to a certain magisteral district, only :.lh:rwcd o leave govermment in 1 WED,
their hames between certain prescribed bours and forbidden to
attend any gatherings. On occasions a group as small s three - = Lo : — —

people has been defined as a gathering. The government has COE WM T iR A G ity GOVERNMENT HOTCEY
additional powers to banish Africans from their homes 1o another ML S g ST TP
part of the country - in effect, o impose internal exile. TR NN BOACRALE ANEL HRGRATION
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\. Apartheid: The Facts, IDAF, Landon, 1983

The firg echitiom of thes booklet won ave reading war banned by the Souh
African povernment in 1979,

word on Robbyn Idand, an vland lh!f.u coun where the
% malr politicad pruoners gre held. Th A forinds
of anmy Mpmmdmm{ﬁmwm}







NATIONAL LIBERATION

At every level of life black South Africans have resisted white
rule. However, following defeat by the colonial powers they
began tw unite in one political force in order to regain control of
their country.

In January 1912 delegates from all over South Afnca founded
the African Navonal Congress (ANC), For hall a century the
organsation explored every means of peaceful protest. As it grew
in strength the ANC mmﬂ Miss CAmpaigns to express
peizlflt': opposition to ap id,

he movement for nouonal liberation has always been led by
Africans, who were deprived of their land and who are affecied
most adversely by the apartheid system. However, their struggle
attracted support from all sections of the population. In the 1950s
the Congress Alliance was formed by the ﬁDHC. the South African
Indian Congress, the Coalonred People’s Congress, the Congress
of Democrasy (for the few whites who opposed apartheid ) and the
South African Congress of Trade Unions.

All peaceful protest has been met with governmeat violence, as
in the case of & mass campaign agamst the pass laws which began
in the 19504 In March 1960 police opened lire on an anti-pass low
demonstration @t Sharpeville, kiling 69 people and mjuring
almost three times a5 many. The demonstration was called by the
Pan Alncanist Congress (PAC), an organisation formed in 1959 in
a split from the ANC. Following Sharpevillc a state of emergency
was declared, the ANC and PAC were proclaimed illegal organi-
satipni and over 22000 people were tmken into custody.
Subsequently, ANC leaders, including Walter Sisulu and Nelson
Mandels, were sentenced to hile mmprisonment.

The Freedoss Charer embodies the dewmands of the majonigy of Sowh
Africami for a free, non-racal and dempcranc Soth Africa. The demands
were ullected from all over the country by member of the Congren Alliance
and chen adopied by @mow three thousand delepares ar a *Congress of the
People' on 26 June 1954
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The Freedom Charler
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.H.;-um-. af Sharpeille, 20 Murch 1960«
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POPULAR RESISTANCE

Governmert repression in the early 1960s did not end the stropgle
for freedom; it only chunged its forme The banned organisations
continged thew work underground.

Reustance was il wisible in struggles agamst particninr
mspects of apartheid such o housing and education. During the
19708 new legal orgamsations were formed, many of them shanng
idens of black conscsouaness. [ha movemecnt, with a strong
educatanal and cultural base, fostered black pride through recog-
nition o Africa’s role in world history, Following the demth in
detention of & black conscituaness leades, Steve Hiko, most of
these organisations were bannéd

The contmuing campsugms for inproved living conditions have
prompted severe retaliation by the authorines, All outdoor
mectingd huve been illegal since 1976 and indoor ones may also be
bunmed by order of & magistrate. Where thewe messures have
falled o deter opposition srmed police and swoldiers have
frequently been sent o ACOON AEAUNST unarmed proesiers
Many community losders have been detained or chargeil

In recent years the campaigns on commumty ssues have
become more organised. Many trade unions too have become
involved and locil organisations have deéveloped regional and
nations] (ke As the various sruggles and diffenng strategies
huve developed, there has been a growing commitment b o
umifsed fight agminst aparthend

Polies profemy againg rgrmed sudensy im Sesete o 976 compinced
migry move Sowth Afrcam thar chamge wonld onfy comee through armed
wruggle. Thomdi AModiee (abowe nphs) mens o exde o ramed on @
Fheer wath the ANC. After revarmmg oo Sowch Afnoa the man caprored and
erirnced L entBE YWD DN rrLE R

Fruneruli have become a focws of resimance o aparthad. They provide o
rary lepal apporiimly for Mack people fo maeet fopetiet i Lare mammlbers
Lepudgmen sudvoduced by the poerrnment in | 952 comed by counteraot s
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The Usized Democratic Fromg (UDF) wai formied m 1983, With over 500 the povermmey ond w she aparthod guirm ar @ whole, the UDF w an
orpamsaons affuicted in opponton ko consuuterl changél pruposd by evaniple of provany wmry and srgamanon o the druggle dgaing aparthesd
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REPRESSION

Almost every form of organised oppositon (o apartheid s out-
lawed by specfic laws, the most oecent bemng the Intemal
Security Actof 1982

The secunity police possess wide powers (o 8t againgl govern-
ment opponents. They may demin anyone and hold them in
wlitary confinement indelinitely, deprived of all contact with the
outside world, Even the courts have no jursdiction over such
detninees, who are held primarily for interrogation. Evidence in
political trils and statements by former detainees paint to the
extensive os¢ of torture by the seconty police:

Muny defendants in political trials appear In court only after
long periods m detenvon. The law also provides for the detenoon
uf prosecution witnesses. Swtements obtuned from witnesses and
detendonts dfter long periods in solitary confinement are known
1o be unrelinble, but most convictions in political trials wn South
Africa depend on evidence of this kind

South Africs retmma the ultmate penalty, execunon, for a
uumber of olfences, mcludmg politscal ones. In recent years those
hanged bave included ANC combatants cngaged in armed
struggle agumst the regime. In genmeral the courts impose very
severe sentences for political effences. Some people sentenced o
life imprisonment have been in prison since the carly 1960s.

Prisons are segregated, with Africans having the warnst con-
ditions. Prisoners have fooght for improvements in conditions,
such as the nght 1o study, but these facilies have oot been
extended o all political prisosers, male and female, black and
white, and furthermore may be withdrawn a1 any pme

e b weas compuled i [ 878, By 1084w leaw & peaple weve known fo
e died in dietention.
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An howr before fuliing to ks death From a [tk floor pohior mferrogadion
rinmet Luemgale Tabaloza told o magisrne, I am friphtened that f 1 do
mnks 3 garemens them [l be beaten’

The oppremed people repoct the apantiverd fudicsdl sysem srhuck. Srands all
i oppominds @1 oot Mere they greet conicted poliical prosomers on
the miv i pasl
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ARMED STRUGGLE

Armed struggle has always been pan of the battle apainst
comyuest and repression in South Afnca, danng from resismnce to
the first Buropean incursion in 1652

During the first half of this century black Sovuth Africam
campagned non-violently for their freedom. The government,
however, continued to use force. Armed police broke up mect-
ings, forced strikers back to work, shot down and killed demon-
sirninm

Armed struggle was renewed in the 19608 when the liberation
movement amcluded that it had to meet the government’s armed
force with an organised force of its vwn, Widespread wbotape and
armed uttacks were carned out by ANC and PAC activiits, Mmss
arrests fullowed and thousands of people were imprisoned.

The mulitary struggle has intenafied greatly siove 1976, Mo
actionn have beeo carmed out by the ANC's urmed wing,
Umkhonto we Sigwe (Spear of the Nation), The number of
triuncd fighters increased after the Soweto uprising when former
pupils who fled into exile chose (o undetge military training.

ANC combatants are trained to concentrate on specific kinds of
targets and wherever passible to avoud civilian casualties. They
aitack strategic and economic targets such as railway lines, bridges
and power stations and symbals of apurtheid policy such as pass
offices, conumissioness courts and bantustan offices. They also
artack the regime’s armed forces ot miliary hoses and police

slalions

ANG gwernlias have siceesgrdly amacked a mumber of drategw tarpety Jike
the SASOL oid-fromecoal refoery specially comierucsed e ease the fusl
shariage whach resudted from the refisal of mow cosemries to sell o ta South
Africa
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e Salomern AMuklomew Freedom Collepe tn Tansama i namwd after un Soldiery of Umibhonto we Stewe on frienesg, Donder the Cesietd Comtranansy
AN combatant evecuted o 1978 Hew esiled Seah Afecan school these combarands chanalyf be reated g proonery of ear f caplured, bt Sourh
ety wre educated for e in the iberated Sowth Afnica of the future Africa refuser ta comply. Fusead captured fighters are puat on fnad and miy

b apatimerd to dearh. fm 983 three ANC sirmbery mere axeoueed
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MILITARISATION

South Alrica has become an increasingly militansed and armed
society. There hay begen o massive growth m military expenditure
and expanuong of all the armed forces, mcluding the police, m
recent years

Consermpiion has been extended. White males between the ages
of 18 and 55 years have ssnce 1982 been required 1o do an initial
two years military service followed by periodic camps and service
in the commmando and reserve forces. A small number of war
reassters have rejecied comienption. They face exile or pnson
ternn of up o six years @1 South Afncs recognises only very
Limited grounds for conscientions objection

By 1983 the government wus considering the extension of con-
scrption to the Asmn and Coloured commumities. Segregated
battnlions exist for different ‘population groups' and bantustan
armies have been se1 up 1o compiement the regular force

Large-scale ervil defence programmes and the large number of
white Soumth Afncans licensed o carry arms (just under o million
people in 1983 are lurther sellections of militarsation,

A mandatary United MNatiis ban v all arms exparts to South
Africa hai been in force since 1977, Nevertheless the rogime his
been supplicd with suffacient technological know-how, patent
concessions and equipment by its Western and other allies
catablish an aoms industoy. Owver 106,000 people were employed
i arma manufacture by 1983, and the regune was attempring to
EXPOTL AT

Imernationally Stk Afrce’ muluary power @ soem a8 @ Shrear t world
pease. [t hay the capanty o produce muclear eeapani and hay refuied o

w the Nuclear Now- Profiferafion Peeafy. TR mpcfegr powser gation. af
Koebery, near Cape Toam, provuces plutontum ay @ byproduce. [t came o
operanon v [ 584, delayed for a year by an amack on & an [RED by ke
ANC

u

TOTAL ARMED FORCES
fnciudhing police)

Y

106,000 328000 438 500 582,000
1961 1974 1977 1981
e oty e Far (i8R paches | R
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Much of the mork of the armed forces u mmde the coumtry Waelf, pumng

down popular wnved and enforang apartheid laws The police are an

petrgral part of the armed forcer [hey thory pmemdar rormng programe io
the army anid carey cuf potst ragks They oo are armed.
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AGGRESSION AGAINST NEIGHBOURING
STATES

South Afnca’s military power is o threst wo the whole Southem
Afrcan repon. Troops have been used 1o occupy Namibia and to
attack or myvade South Africa’s neighbours

Naomiba, on South Africa’s western border, was & German
oolony until the First World War, South Africa was then given a
mandate to rule the teratory by the League of Nations (later the
United MNutions), The Mandate was revoked in 1966 because
South Africa had violsied its terma. Since then South Afnca has
contimued to eccupy the country illegally.

ln the colunial penod the economies of noghbounng countrics
were integrated with South Africa’s, which developed mpidly m
their expense. [mpormant wade and trapsport links remaan, bu
since achieving independence the countries of the regaon have co-
operited (o reduce ther ecomomic dependence on South Africa
To this end. they formed the Southern African Development Co-
ardination Conference (SADDC) in 1980

In secking to impose s will on the regwon, South Afncs hes
pursued aggressive policies

Angola, on the northern border of Namlhia, has come under
the most severe sttuck from the South African forces with three
fuli-scale mvasions between 1976 and 1963

As wiell s dircet militery actions of s own, South Afries
(mances, srom and traits 8 oumber of surrogate forced in the
region, usmg them o put pressure om and destabilise the
governments of its neighbours. These include UNTTA in Angola,
the Lesotho Liberanon Army (LLA) m Lesotho and the
Mozambigue National Resistance (MNR) in Mozambique

Neighbouring countries shelter a large number of refigees who
have fled spantheid On several occasioms since 1981 South
African [o¢ces have bombed and mided the homes of such
refugees in Mozambique, Lesotho and Swaziland.

These policies of destabilisation and aggression hive forced
some neighbouring states to limit the practical assismnee they can
give 1o the liberation stroggle in South Afrca
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STAPO (the Souwth Wen Afreca People’s Orpomization) has Bees
resagmised  awce 1973 by the Umted Nanoms ar the ode  anthont
ripresentanog of the Nomiban preofle.
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THE FUTURE

The sirugele for freedom b becoming more intense. Black South
Afocans are fightng against cvery aspect of apanhewd They
rexist the pasy laws and the arificial fmgmentation of their
country ioto bantustans; they fght discrimination in housing,
edocation snd health care, they demand their nghtiul share in the
wealth they creste In spite of greater repression the armed
strategy of hbemtion s gaming wmcreased support, inked ax i1 i (o
populir campaigne In permicular the oppressed  majoricy
completely reject govermment sttempity to make superfical
changes in the system and call mstead for the total sbolition of
apartheid In Numibia, the legal South African occupation has
fmied to stop the growth of support for the liberation strugglc

In the period of increased and more organised commitment (o
liheranion, South Africa s becoming soluted Irom the inter-
gt commmanity, The spread of indepeodence throughout
Africa, Asta and the Caribbean has contributed o a world-wide
rejection of the policies of apartheid. The Unired Nations (UN),
the OAL (Organisation of African Uniy), the Non-Aligned
Movement and the Commoowealth have all called for decmave
action agunst the regime. World religions have condemned
apartheid. Many international bodies not only condemn it but give
practical ssnstance 1o the liberation movements as the authentic
representatves of the people of South Afnica and Namibia.

I, Sear, Johanoesburg, 23.11.83

The United Nations acnmely grromotes o total deveorr of comtaces ench Sourh
Africa in mehiary, ecomomuz, sporting, caliural and all ather fueldy, in the
el thast mick sanchions el contmibule 1o the otwrthnots of aparthd.
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Mesting on Wh Augum [¥8] i commemorsce Sowh Afncon Womm
Dy
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Sowh Africa’s wp radmg parowrs somminur (0 prov-bodh dcomdms am
diplomarc weppors ta South Africa, m dofuance of world opimion.



Nelwow Masdel, frader of the ANC, has beest imiprosened nmce 1963, and 82 per cens of thow mtermewed.’ Thu u i (pade of ey whuck prohr any
H serveng @ itfe wetency, A RETIPIpeT TV of Black pfrsices 10 Somato in ssiprpony fow the ANC and mghe o an st I quadte Mardela'i werds or
Sovember 1965 thomed rhar Mandela was fovenned @ o polincal leader by SR
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THE SPREAD OF LIBERATION THROUGH SOUTHERN AFRICA




Are you interested in finding out more about South Africa and Namibia?
IDAF Publications provide the information

APARTHEID THE FACTS £3.04)

by IDAF Research, Informacion and Publications
Dept., 112pp (size 1027 = 757 Iws. 1983,

“This cxccptiunal book manages to bring together the facts about
apartheid in an intercating and very readable way . . . Crammed with
facts, figures, photographs and reaps. Surtable for a funst tumie reader,
it alse provides useful backiground and amalyss for those with some
previous knowledge.” LABQUR RESEARCH

CRIPPLING A NATION £3.00

HEALTH IN APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA
by Aziza Sesdar, 110pp Illus, 1984,

“Tn say that this account 15 harawing in the extreme 15 &0 onder-
statement;  is alt the mare powerful for the detailed aand saber
manner in which the atrocities are related ™ WEST AFRICA

NELSON MANDELA:1 AM PREPFARED TO DIE S50p

edited by IDAF Research, Information and
Publicatlons Depc., 48pp 1974,

Contains the fult wxts of Macdelu's famous court statenwents of 1962
and 1964. The lamer concloded with the words: “T have cherished the
ideal of 8 democratic and free sociery in which all persons live together
in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal which [ hope o
live far and 1o achieve. But if nezds be, it i5 20 ideal for which 1 am
prepared to die.”

THIS 18 NAMIBIA Sp

A PICTORIAL INTROBUCTION
by IDAF Rescarch, Information and Publications
Drept., 40pp Hlus, 1984,

Companion pamphier to THIS IS APARTHE!D. Indispensable a5 2
brief wiroducton 1o Namibia's history, the present zituation usder
South Afncan military verupation and the siruggle for icdependence.
Suitgkle fur whool children upwards, Comains over 40 phoregraphs

and rmaps.

NAMIBIA THE FACTS £1.50

by IDAF Research, Informarion and Publeatians
Depr., 100pp lus. 1980

“A splendidly compressed outine of facte and figures, hisrory,
econnmny, the liberation stugele . . . an easy goide 3 a complex

rituarion.” LIBERATION

FREEDOM CHARTER POSTER 75p
Size 231 17, Black, green, yellow, blue, brown and
white on grey background.

The Freedom Charer is the mupilesto of the African National
Congress. This paster is a full size ceplica of the hand-painted and
inscibed Freedom Charter presented to "Isitwalandwe” (Hero)
Trevor Huddleston in 1955 at the Congress of the People, Lhe mwst
reprosentatve gathermg ever beld in South Afnca,

4 loll list of publications and aedio-visual materiaks is avalable on request rom
Imernationsl Defence & Aid Fund for Sourhera Africa, Canon Collins House, 64 Essex Road, Londen N1 S3LE






