
Apartheid: a brutal and racist system of repression and degradation of the  black 
majority in South Africa (five-sixths of the population) b y  the white minority. 

South Africa is a country of enormous natural wealth - gold, diamonds, platinum and 
other valuable resources lie beneath the earth. The black workers whose labour extracts 
the wealth d o  not receive even a living wage. Whites in South Africa, and multinational 
companies, reap the profits. This racism is reinforced in every sphere of life - housing, 
education, medical facilities, sport ... Black opposition is put down by  armed police 
who have not hesitated t o  gun down defenceless school children protesting against 
racist education. Black workers striking for decent wages have been forced a t  gunpoint 
onto trucks and taken t o  the  dumping grounds - the land-starved 'homelands'. 

Barclays controls the biggest bank in South Africa - Barclays National. In their special 
form of 'double-speak' they claim that by operating in South Africa they are working 
against apartheid. They suggest that a pittance more on the  pay of their own few black 
workers, desegregated toilets and similar petty 'reforms' show their commitment t o  
'change'. But what is Barclays really doing i n  South Africa? We think we should let 
them speak for themselves. In June 1981, as the apartheid army massed on the 
Namibian border t o  invade Angola, Barclays advertised in South African newspapers, 
with a photo of a white soldier in combat dress: 

'Barclays offers lots of experience in sorting out  the finances of our boys o n  
the border' 

r urther information on Barclays Bank's role in South Africa is available in 
Report, published by ELTSA (End Loands to  South Africa), price 75p plus p 
467a Caledonian Road, London N7. 



7. Barclays is helping 
South Africa by fundi 

Barclays helps promote the Bantustan s 

arclays is the only British 'High Street' bank 
has a fullscale operation in South Africa 


