


in the small print of the New Constitution one finds
another breach of faith by the political dictatorship,
who for all their lip service to their regard for the well-
being and future of black Africans, continue to kick
any aspirations to a just and -equal society firmly in
the teeth.

| refer to the ‘own affairs’ clause for education and
school sports, the only reference to sport in any con-
stitution in the world, which perpetuates the separa-
tion of white and black school teams.

Until this infamous clause with all its ambiguity is
removed, | oppose the relaxation of the boycott. | am
baffled that such an injustice to the youth of a country
can be condoned by rugby footballers or sportsmen
anywhere.

Clem Thomas, Observer 1 April 1984









SACOS and SANROC

South African Council of Sport &
South African Non Racial Olympic Committee

The South African Rugby Board is made up of 21 white provincial bodies
and 2 national black bodies - the South African Rugby Association (Afri-
can) and the South African Rugby Football Federation (Coloured). The
majority of blacks are members of the Anti-Apartheid South African Rugby
Union (SARU) which refuses to co-operate with the racially structured
SARB.

The SARB collaborates closely with the Government and it works strictly
within the Government’s racial sports policy. The SARB keeps records

in line with Government race classification. The segregation, with a few
individual exceptions, is further explained in competition, with the national
coloured and African teams being relegated to minor leagues with the
weaker provincial affiliates of the SARB. Rugby in schools is administered
in a similar way.

Although the national black bodies of the SARB do not cater for schools
rugby - all schools rugby at national level is controlled by SARU -
nevertheless, a scratch coloured side is assembled to participate in white
national schools - Craven Week. This is undoubtedly done to con inter-
national observers into believing that there is mixing at school level.

For international fixtures the SARB goes out of its way to insert a black
inits team. In 1981 for instance when South Africa toured New Zealand,
the only Black was an automatic choice six months before the team was
selected. Yet this black player was “not good enough” to command a
regular place in one of their Currie Cup provincial sides. In April this year,
when a Presidents XV was assembled to play Wales in the national
stadiums, South Africa sent three players - one being black. This makes
political sense for South Africa but in fact this black was the only invitee
who hadn't gained national colours.

Of all the sport in South Africa, rugby is resisting change the greater and
continues to keep as closely as possible to the Afrikaaner philosophy of
segregation. It can do this because it has overwhelming support from
members of the International Rugby Board.

This manoeuvre of seeking international respectability for apartheid rugby
will continue as long as there is international sport for South Africa. We
appeal to the Welsh Rugby Union to follow the example of Australia in
this respect. The sooner rugby exchanges with South Africa cease the
sooner we will see the dismantling of racism in South African rugby-
Sam Ramsamy



Apartheid . . Sport. . and South Africa

“Rare Changes”

“In the long list of official race ‘changes’, which each year provide mirth
for the world’s cartoonists and occasional misery for those it affects, 690
people had their classification changed. Top of the list were 462 Cape
coloureds who became whites in the official lists.

Other changes for the period July 1982 to June 30 1983 were:
whites to Cape coloured, 4; Cape coloured to Chinese, 8; white to
Chinese, 4; Chinese to white, 9; Malay to white, 2; white to Indian, 3;
Indian to Cape coloured, 31; Cape coloured to Indian, 37; Indian to Malay,
15; Malay to Indian, 26; black to Cape coloured, 71; Cape coloured to
black, 11; black to other Asian, 1; black to Indian, 2; Indian to other Asian,
2; black to Griqua, 2.”

‘The Star’ (South Africa) 9-2-‘84.
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The purpose of this booklet is to explain what apartheid means to
hundreds of thousands of blacks, coloured and white South Africans
who are members of the non racial South African Council of Sport
(SACOS).

SACQOS is opposed to apartheid and its representatives are not allowed
out of the Country to put their views to the world, although they represent
the majority of sportsmen and women.

SACOS have appealed to sportsmen and women all over the world to
support them by isolating South Africa until the apartheid system is
dismantled and all South Africans can play together and compete on
equal terms irrespective of colour.






Why the boycott?

Over the past 15 years there have been cosmetic changes to apartheid.
Many “whites only” signs have been removed in major cities, some mixed
sporting events are allowed, some blacks are given special dispensations
to allow them certain privileges normally reserved for whites only.

But apartheid still remains, as intact as ever. Black workers have been
allocated homelands by the South African Government, in arid parts of
South Africa which comprise 13% of the land. This land cannot sustain
the majority of blacks who now have to work in South Africa (where they
were born) as cheap slave labour. The only freedom they have is to
starve.

The men have to leave their wives and children behind. Because they
have ‘homelands’ (Bantustans) allocated to them they cease to be clas-
sed as South Africans . . . suddenly they have become . . . immigrant
labourers . . . in their own country . . . because they are not white!

Inthe 1930’s this type of policy was called by another name . . . ‘Nazism’.
South Africa is the only country in the world where racism is guaranteed
by law. The majority of sportsmen and women in South Africa are mem-
bers of the non-racial South African Council of Sport (SACOS).

They say that equality in sport cannot occur until apartheid is removed

. . . you cannot have normal sport in an abnormal society. Any change
which has occurred, they say, is because of the boycott. They have called
on all sportsmen throughout the world to boycott South Africa until apar-
theid is abolished. Sport is not the only weapon against apartheid, but it
is a very important one.

“We in Africa believe very strongly that sanctions are the only peaceful
alternative to the bloody war which the South African problem will bring
in its wake. Time is running out in South Africa.

Five years ago, all the countries of the Commonwealth met and discussed
the problems created for the Commonwealth by apartheid. Consistent
with the noble traditions of the Commonwealth, a consensus was reached
resulting in the Gleneagles Agreement, that members of the Common-
wealth should sever sporting links with South Africa. Cutting South Africa
oft from sporting contests would at least emphasize her moral isolation
and could induce her to take the first steps towards the abolition of apar-
theid.”

Dr Alex Ekweme, Vice President of Nigaria.






“Apartheid introduces politics into sport; such desegregation as there
has been is the result of the boycott. The Rugby Football Union does not
live in a world of its own; there is a moral imperative, contact encourages
complacency among the Afrikaaner ruling elite.”

The Guardian (UK) Editorial 29-3-'84

Sport should be separate from politics. How often have we heard this
from Dr Danie Craven and other Rugby officials. Why then have the South
African Government used sport as a means of supporting apartheid.
Every year new laws are passed strengthening apartheid. Why cannot
black and white sportsmen and women live in the same area, and mix
freely without the need for special passes?

“When they reach the Republic, the players should make a point of speak-
ing to Errol Tobias the non-white in the Springbok squad. | did when |
was there in the summer and had the distressing experience of seeing
apartheid at work. Tobias will tell our missionaries that those who pay to
watch him play for his country are not prepared to live next door to him
or allow their children to play on the same beach as his. And if our lads
have time in between playing and being feted by Afrikaaners delighted
that our presence can be used for their own odious propaganda they
might read about the new constitution. That decrees, segregated sport
not only remains in schools but is now on the statute book. No other
country in the world has passed a law to that effect.”
Terry McNeil, News of the World, February 1984,
writing against the English Rugby Tour of South Africa.

GOVERNMENT SPONSORSHIP OF RACIAL SPORT (1978)

% of pop. amount spent.

White 16.54 R 2,682,402
African 71.3 R 435,000
Coloured 9.31 R 187,420
Indian 285 RNil
R=65p

Itis quite clear that sport in South Africa is still part and parcel of Apartheid.
Until the 300 plus laws which enforce apartheid are abolished, sport in
South Africa cannot become free of racial discrimination.

In 1980 in request for clarification of the Government’s sport policy the
reply received was “You are not allowed to join white clubs.”

The intention of the Government is and always has been to maintain
apartheid in sport.




The myth of bridgebuilding

The claim that sport ‘builds bridges’ across political divides is often used
to justify sporting links with South Africa. But where are the bridges sup-
posed to lead? All the evidence suggests that the changes which have
been introduced in South African sport are the result of isolation rather
than contact.

Behind the plausible image of building bridges stands the much less
plausible proposition that South Africa’s government, and the white minor-
ity which supports it, will be talked out of apartheid by friendly contact.
The Reagan administration has put this proposition to the test by pursuing
open dialogue with Pretoria. During this time the South African govern-
ment has expanded its twin policies of military intervention in neighbour-
ing states and repression within the Republic. Trade unionists have been
arrested in large numbers, and some of them tortured. The militarisation
of society has continued apace. To lift the boycott, in the words of the
Roman Catholic Bishops’ 1981 statement, would be to sacrifice one of
the few peaceful levers for general change in South African society.

‘Bridge-building’ has not worked. Those who live in South Africa know
that change comes by other means. They cling to the hope that these
means may be boycott, strike and peaceful mass movements forcing
concessions, rather than bloody civil war. This is the position of the non-
racial sports movement in South Africa, which represents the aspirations
of most South Africans. Those who wish to take away their peaceful
weapons of protest in the name of individual freedom must share part of
the responsibility for the violence that will follow.

Extract from “Comment”, 1982 edition published by Catholic Institute for
International Relations.









Sunday Times, Johannesburg - 3 May 1981

By GHERHARD PIETERSE

RUGBY matches be-
tween two Transvaai

Diplomat sons caught up

Blacks in team
—So0 game 1S off

W accept the fact that we are
bound by certuin guidelines.
“We should have becn in-
formed beforehamd that black
players were included in the

schools ended abruptly
yesterday when a teach-
ar objected to two black
schoolboys playlng in

in school rugby rumpus

CBC side

“This would then have en-
abled me Lo make arrange-
ments to accommodale lhese
players.”’

an opposing team.

The two black lads, from
Trenskei and Malawi embas-
for Mount Edmund Christian ern Transvau
teacher frum the Afrikuans Wa-
teriiuof high achool denwanded cuss the incideat.
that the game be stopped. “The:
CBC headmasler Brother that

all fistures due o take place
between the two schools in the
Administrator's Ln) feague.

1

"l called oft the boys puon
becauze | was ool prepared to
accept the ruling,” he suid.

After the incident. Mr Hobest
Sies, wefe pln ing in Pretoria Denton, nansger of the North
Rughy tiniow,
Yrothers' fourth tesm when a and another senior ul{xn

ited Hrother Kennedy to dis-

made it clear 10 me
aterklovl's refusal to
Lonald Kennedy then cancelied rny was in direct unnu.mn
of South African ru

policy and that they woulit m
lnedinely lsunch a tull investi-
2aid Brother Kennedy
“l have full confidence tn
theas wnd i thewr wbility to

handh the situation

“They will issue a statement
ou Monday.”

Me Denton could bhe not
reached for comment

The two black players were
named ay Austin Machinjihi, 18,
son of the Malawi ambassador
to South Atrica, atd Thabiso  fucls
Magodielo, 18, son of @ Trans-
hei diplomat

Mr fheler Macling, Waterk-

matter. [

clal vis-

ermd
fod's hweadmaster, sand he did  level”
not know which teacher bad

uvbjerley

1 wn still investigating the
feel that incidents
like these should be prevented
al all custs.

“f am extremel
happened and 1 will most cer
tainly take the appropriate
steps once 1 know the full

Mr Marting said there were
“eertam guidefines’ that
“sxed sport on 8¢ uul

“Much as | would have liked
to prevent the incident, I have

‘The fact that he had sot been
available during the worning
may have added to e prob-
fens, Mr Martins said.

“1t 1 had been uvailable and
had been awure of the tacts
ithat both  blacks weie the
sony of dlnlumu\a and that they
were at CBC with Governtnenl
appruval) 1 would obvicusly
have given pernussion for the
match to proceed withoul
hesitation ™

Mr Martns cinphasised that
he regeetted the incident and
that he would hive wanled to
prevent i at all cots

sorry it

Sports clubs told to bar blacks

From Michael Hornsby, Johannesburg, Oct 7

More than 450 sports clubs
in South Africa were warned
today that, despite govern-
ment assurances to the con-
trary, they would be breaking
the law if they admitted black
members.

Mr Robert Stuart, the
chairman of the associaton of
Sports  Clubs, which circu-
lated the warning, said: “We
have urged our ciubs that in
spite of the many conflicting
statements on this matter, our
advice not to admit black
members remains as valid as
it has ever been™

The warning is the latest
episode in a running argu-
ment between the Govern-
ment and club managements
over the status in law of clubs
which open their doors to all
races.

After a decision by the
Royai Cape Golf Club to
continue barring blacks from
full membership. Mr Gerrit
Viljoen, the Minister of Edu-
cation, said this week that
there was no longer any legal
restriction on Sports clubs
which wished to go multi-
racial.

But the clubs point out that
with one exception none of
the laws underpinning apart-
heid has yet been amended to
exempt sporting facilities.

The government has in the
past issued mimistrial state-
ments exempting sports clubs
from certain aspects of the
apartheid laws,

But club managers say
these do not have the force of
faw, and would not be a
defence in the event of

rosecution by autonomous
ocal authorities.

THE TIMES THURSDAY OCTOBER 8 1981









