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The R t  Hon Mrs Margaret Thatcher MP, 
The Prime Minister. 
10 Donning Street ,  
London SW1 

26th September 1985 

I an, writing concerning the Commonwealth Heads of 
Goverrairant Meeting which is t o  take place next month 
i n  Nassau. I understand tha t  t h e  Conmionwealtb's policy 
towards Southern Africa wiU be the major i t en  on t h e  
agenda, and that  t h e  discussion w i l l  focus In part icular  
on the issue of sanctions. 

I have recently returned from a v i s i t  t o  Australia and 
Veu Zealand where I was able t o  discusse these issues 
with your colleagues, Prime Niv+tw Hawke and f t-he 
Minister Lame. I have a l so  been i n  contact with other  
 ona anon wealth leaders. They, as  you know, are united in  Â¥th 
conviction tha t  the Commonwealth should col lect ivelv take 
a stand for  economic sanctions. Clearly such a move by 
the Commonwealth would have the  same authority t ha t  t h e  
Gleneagles Agreement on sporting relat ions with South 
Africa has had. 

My many public meetings i n  Australia and New Zealand also 
brought home t o  me the extent of Britain's isolat ion within 
the Cornnonwealth. Your Government's opposition to any f n m  
of effect ive measures against the apartheid regime haa been 
used t o  undermine action by t h e  UN Security Council and the  
Council of Ministers of t h e  Euronean comunitv. I was 
m i n d e d  tha t  i n  New Delhi you were a signatory t o  the 
Camunique which stated tha t ,  "If South A f r i c a  continues 
t o  obstruct the implementation of Resolution 435 the  adoption 
of anorooriate measures under the Charter of the United 
rat ions will have t o  be considered." But t h i s  camnioient 
was put i n  question by your Government a t  t he  Cmonwealth 
Committee on Southern Africa meeting of 9th July when your 
representative expressed reservations on t h i s  very point. 

I am convinced tha t  i f  the Government were t o  i n s i s t  uwn 
opposing economic sanctions a t  the Codffiionwealth Summit it 
would do irreparable harm t o  t h i s  unique community of 
nations and eben pu t  the very future of t he  commohwealth 
a t  r i s k .  It would a l so  seriously damage our b i l a t e ra l  
re la t ions  with many Commonwealth countries. 

pflEK6OM IKSOUTHERN AFRICA 



As I have frequently stated the case fo r  sanctions is overwhelming. 
The approach which you and your Ministers have adopted has clearly 
fa i led  even i n  its limited objectives. Events Within South Africa. 
South Africa's renewed aggression against i t s  neighbours and its 
intransigence Over Namibia, a l l  underline the pressing need fo r  
effective international action. 

1 believe tha t  the Government should give much more serious 
consideration t o  the arg~rnents~being advanced, by its Commonwealth 
and European partners. In part icular  I would urge you and. your 
Cabinet col&WBOfes t o  gÃˆe  fifn consideration before Nassau both 
to the consequerfces fo r  Southern'Africa, and to  The r i sk  f o r  the 
fawe of "Ehe Commonwealth, i f  t he  Government pers i s t s  with its 
present policy of opposing effective sanctions. 

Yours sincerely, 

t Trevor Huddleston CR 
President 


